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_ Advertisement, 








Tu E rapid sale which this little Work already 
experienced, has stimulated us to render the present 
Edition still more acceptable to the Public.—We 
have therefore, in addition to our own knowledge, 
(acquired by many years’ residence in Jamaica) 
had recourse to the best authorities on the subject ; 
and have made several emendations, additions, &c, 
- so that the purchasers of this edition may rely on 
being in possession of a correct narrative of facts, | 


We cannot omit this opportunity of paying our 
tribute of applause to the fertile genius of Mr, 
FawceTT, whose justly celebrated pantomimical 
Drama, founded on the History of our Hero, and 
performed at the Theatre Royal, Haymarket, can 
only be equalled, in our opinion, by that popular 
Drama, entitled, Perouse, or, The DESOLATE 
IsLanp*, also invented by him, and performed, 
with unbounded applause, at Covent Garden, 


To the accurate Description of OBI, or, 
TTHREE-FINGER’D JACK, subjoined to this 
History, we have now added all the Songs, Duets, 
Choruses, 8c. in that beautiful Drama. 


* The Life, &c. of LA PERQUSE, that celebrated and 
anfortunate French Navigator, (on which this Drama is 
founded) together with an accurate Description of the piece, 
including all the Songs, &c. &c. has been lately published, 


price 1s. and sold by all Booksellers, 

















LIFE AND EXPLOITS 
THREE-FINGER’D JACK. 





"Ts YS daring marauder, whofe real name was 
MANSONG, and who, for a confiderable time, 
kept all ‘amaica in awe, was of a bold and mar- 
tial appearance ; he was above the common ftature, 
-and his limbs well fhapen and athletic; his face 
was rather long; his eyes*keen and penetrating ; 
- his nofe was not like the generality of blacks, fquat 
and flat, but rather aquiline ; and his fkin remark- 
ably. clear. His countenance was very expreflive ; 
and even a look of reproach from him would fre- 
_ quently make the overfeers of the plantation. 
tremble, as they fmote him for neglect of duty 5 
while the fteadinefs of his manners, and firm intre- 
pidity of his mind, commanded the reverence of ’ 
thofe who, like him, wielded the fervile fpade, 
Onowauhee, the father of our hero, dwelt at 
Simbing, in the interior of Africa, adjoining the. 
country of the Adzors. Simbing is fearcely a day’s 


B journey 


ay : 
c 








\ 


journey from “Jarra, 3 large Moorifh town, fitu- 
ated at the bottom of fome rocky hills. He was 
in the decline of years ; and his cattle were fre- 


quently ftolen by the Moorifh robbers, who came 
“in large parties, and plundered the peaceful inha- 


bitants. 7 
Manfong was now grown £0 manhood, and took 
upol himfelf the protection of his father’s property- 
One day, a large party of ‘the AZoors came down, 
and drove before them the fineft from among ft the 
herds. “The people {rood affrighted at the doors 
of their huts; but Manjong lifted high his javelin, 
and truck to the heart the leader of the robbers, 
who fell dead upon the plain. ‘The Moors were 
determined to refent this outrage, as they termed 
it, and fent back the javelin’: the aim was good 5 
and Manfong fell to the ground, bathed in his blood. 
The inhabitants fet up 4 loud feream, and the 
Wloors drove of with their booty. Manjfang was 
porne to his father’s hut upon the fhoulders of his 
countrymen. When they had jaid him upon a mat, 
ail the fpectators joined in lamenting his fate, by 
{creaming and howling im the moft piteous manner. 
Onowauhee tore his hair, in the bitternefs of orief 5 
and cafting himfelf on the body of his foa, he ex- 

pired in fight of the bewildered fpeétators | 

Manfong was not, however, deprived of life. — 
The javelin had pierced his breait, and a great ef- 
fulion 
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fufion of blood fucceeded. ‘This occafioned a faint- 
ing-fit, from which he fhortly recovered. “Che 
aftonifhed people made frantic ¢ geltures, in token 


of their j joy; and being of the Mahometan perfua- 
fion, exclaimed, “* La illah el ellah Mahamet rafowl 


allahi.”—“ There is but one God, and Mahomet © 


is his prophet.” 

They adiminiftered fome refrefhment to Manjonz, 
carefully concealing from him the death of his fa- 
ther ; he foon fell into a refrefhing fleep, and they 
withdrew. The body of Onswaubee was now 
borne away,. and depofited in a place of worthip, 
dedicated to Mahomet; where it was watched for 
three days by thofe unenlightened people, thinking 
their good prophet would reftore him to life again ; 
but in this they were difappointed ; and on the 
fourth day he was buried. 


Manfong was now perfectly recovered, and de- 


termined to revenge the death of his father, whom 
he for a long time bewailed in the bitternefs of 
filial grief. He collected hs countrymen, .and 


exhorted them to rufh upon the Afsors, and repair 


the loffes they daily fuftained; but the people of 


Simbing loved peace, and could not then be pre~ 
-vailed upsn, f' | 


The fiery foul of Merfong was “not defeated by 


a cool refufal. Another opportunity foon prefent- 


f 
ed itfelt he again pictured to them the horrors 
and 
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and calamities they were daily expofed to, and 


again exhorted them ‘to revenge. The youths 
sow complied; and AZaafong led them to join the 
King of Kaarta, who was juft then waging war 
with the perfidious King of Bambarra. This King 
beheld with a jealous eye the growing profperity of 
the King of Aaarta, and availed himfelf of the 
following trifling opportunity to declare hoftilities 
againft that country : | 
The Moorifh robbers, who as frequently made 
jncurfions into Bambarra as Kaarta, had ftolen 
from the former an “mmenfe drove of their fineft 
cattle, which they fold to a Dooty, or chief man 
f'a town, in Kaarta. ‘The people of Bambarra 
gaining a knowledge of their cattle, claimed them 
of the Dooty, who refufed to reftore them ; upon 
which, they complained to their King. Glad of 


the opportunity, he fent a meflenger, efcorted by 


a party of horfemen, to Daify, King of Kaarta, 
to jaform him that the King of Bamoarra, with 
nine thoufand men, would vifit Kenmos, the chief 
town, in the dry feafon ; and to defire that Daify 
would direét his’ flaves to fweep the houfes, and 
have every thing ready for their accommodation. 
“The meflenger concluded this infulting notification, 
by prefenting the King with a pair of iron fandals, 
at the fame time adding, that °° until fuch time as 
Daily bad worn out thofe fandals in his flight, he 

| fhouid 








fiduld never be fee ure e from ec arrows of Bam= 


barra?) 

Daify, after having He iidhed nich his chief men: 
about the beft means of repelling fo formidable an: 
enemy, returned an anfwer. of defiance ; and caufed 
to be. written,. in Arabic, upon a piece of thin 
board,. a proclamation,. which was fufpended to a 
tree in the public fquare ;. and a number of aged 
men were fent to-different places to explain it to: 
the common people. It called upon all the friends 
of Daify to join him immediately; but to fuch as 
had no arms, or were afraid to enter into the war, 
permiffion was given to retire into any of the: 
neighbouring kingdoms ; and it was added, that 
provided they obferved a ftrict neutrality, they 
 fhould always be welcome to return to their former’ 
habitations ; if, however, they took any active part 
againgt Kaarta, they had then * broken the key of 
their hut, and could-never again enter the door.” 
Such was the expreffion.. ‘This proclamation was: 

generally applauded ;. but many of the Kzartans, 
and, among{t others s, the powerful tribes of “Fsover 
and Kuégro, availing themfelves of the indulgent 
claufe, retired from Dai/y’s dominions,. and. took. 
refuge in Ludamar and Rafjon.. ; 

_ By means of thefe defertions, Daijy’s army was 
not fo.numerous as might have been expected 5 and. 
when encamped at Kemmoo, the whole number of. 
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effective men did not exceed four thoufand; but 
they were men of {pirit and enterprize, and could 
be depended on. 

Mansonc, with his fmall troop from Simbing, 
had joined them; and their appearance was joyful 
to the heart of Daify. Adanfong had tutored his 
adventurous heroes in the art of war; had taught 
them evolutions which the King of Aaarta was 
unacquainted with ; and he embraced, with all the 
fervor-of his heart, fo powerful an ally. He alfo 
undertook to difcipline the men of Kaarta, and 
vas unanimoufly chofen commander in chief, 

Daify now defied the malice of the powerful 
King of Bambarra, placing confidence in the valour 
of thofe few troops that were fcarcely one-fourth: 
the number of his foes, who now appeared before 
the town of Kemmoo. Aanfong \ed his men to the 
field. Whe Kaartans became faint at heart when 
they beheld the numbers that were oppofed to them ; 
but their leader encouraged them by example; and 
the flaughter commenced \—The Bambarrans were 
nown down like blades of grafs ; but their num- 
bers were great; and as often as a chafm was ef- 
feCted, it was filled by frefh troops. They vifibly 
gained ground; and at length the men of soci (, 
fed, with great flaughter. 

Manfong now, with a corps of remie: rufhed 
upon the foe, and bore down all befoze his con- 
quering 












quering arm. This encouraged the troops of 
Kaarta, who again appeared in the field, aiding 
thofe of Simbing, headed by the viftorious Manfong, 
who fought like atyger. His valour infpired his 
own men with courage ; ftruck terror to the hearts 
of his foe; and he came of victorious | 

When he returned from the fight, Daify, with 
tears of gratitude, embraced him, and hailed him 
asaion. ‘Vhe Bambarrans retreated from Kemmeo, 
~ but in three days again appeared before the walls. 
with redoubled force. Manfong knew it would be 
madnefs to refift them now, and therefore retreated 
to Foko, a town to the north-weft of Kemmoo, whi- 
ther he was followed by the King of Bambarra; 
he then, with his fmall trodp, took refuge in a 
ftrong town called Gedingooma, fituated in a hilly 
country, and furrounded with high ftone-walls. 

When Daify, by command of Manfing, departed 
from ‘oko, his fons refufed to accompany him; al. 
ledging, that “ the finging-men would publith 
their difgrace, as foon as it fhould be known that 
he and his family had fled from Foko without firing 
agun.” ‘They were therefore left behind, with 
a number of horfernen, to defend Yoko ; but, after 
many {kirmifhes, they were totally defeated, and 
one of Daify’s fons taken prifoner.. The remain- 
der-fled to Gedingooma, which Manfong had forti- 
fied and ftored with provifions, and where he de- 

aie termined 
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eormined to make his final ftand. 


The King 
of Bambarra finding, that Daify withed to avoid a 
pitched battle, placed a ftrong force at ‘Foko, to 
watch his motions 5 and feparating the remainder 





of his army into {mall detachments, ordered them 
to over-run the country, and {eize the inhabitants 
before they had time to efcape. “Thefe orders were 
executed with fuch promptitude, that in a few 
days they were {cattered over the whole kingdom. 
of Kaarta. ee 
‘Thefe. proceedings were according to the wilh 


‘of Manfong, who had prepared troops in private for. 


their reception, and fent others to the kingdom of. 


Bambarra, which, in a fhort time, became afeens: 
of defolation ; for the King having left. it..in. an. 
unguarded flate, and difperfed his troops in fmall: 
detachments to harrafs the Kaartans,. they, were: 
almoft all cut. off ; while in Bambarra moft of the. 


poor inhabitants of the different. towns and villages 
being furprifed in the night, became an eafy prey, 
and their. corn and every thing elfe which could be 
of ufe to the King, was burnt and:deftroyed. = 


During thefe tranfactions, the politic AManfong. 


was employed in fortifying Gedingoma.. “Vhis 


‘town is built in a narrow pals between two high. 


mountains, having two gates, one towards Kaarta. 


and the other towards ‘fa noo. “The gate towards. 


i 


Kaaria was defended by Manfing in. perfon, and 
that 
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that towards Faffnoo was committed to the charge 
of Daify and his fons: When the army of Bam- 


barra approached the town, they made fome at- 


tempts to ftorm it, but were always driven back 
_ with great lofs; and finding Afanjong more formi- 
dable than they expected, they refolved to cut off 
his fupplies, and ftarve him into fubmiffion. For 
this purpofe, therefore, their King, having fent a 
large party to. Bambarra with the prifoners they 
‘had taken, and to affift his country, which was 
falling a facrifice-to his enemy, and having col- 
leéted a confiderable quantity of provifions, re- 


mained with his army two months in the vicinity ~ 


>of Gedingooma, without doing any thing decifive. 
During this time, he was much acetal by fallies 
from the befieged ; and his flock of provifions be- 
ing nearly exhaufted, he fent to A, the ALzrif> 


~ King of Ludamar, for two hundred horfemen, to 


enable him to make an attack upon the north- 


gate of the city, and afford him an opportunity of - 


ftorming the place; but 4%, though he had made 
an agreement, at the commencement of the war, 


‘sto afford him affiitance, now refufed to fulfil his . 


| engagement. 

- Manjong, at length, ee of this fhilli-thalli 
fighting, iflued with his men from the town, and 
gave battle to the Bambarrans, who were defeated 
with great lofs. The King now fent to Dai/y to 
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treat for peace ; and this worthy man, who loved 
the welfare of his people, immediately fent Adgn- 
fing, accompanied by.a fmall detachment of officers, 
to adjuft the preliminaries. The Bambarrans, who 
were as eager as the Kaartans to have peace re+ 
ftored, loudly huzza’d as Adanjong and his fmall 

troop entered Sigo, the town where the King 
waited to receive them. ~Lubeg (the King of Bam- 
barra) {aw with a joyful eye the leader of the 
Kaartans before him ; and inftantly devifed a hellifh 
fcheme to ruin his foe, and terminate the glory of 
the great and warlike Mansona. 

Peace being now agreed upon, joyful feftivity 
reigned throughout Bambarra, and the ambailadors 
were requefted to ftay three days at Sige. Man- 
fong, although he withed to convey the news fo 
eagerly fought for by his royal mafter, readily ac- 
quiefced; and Lubeg furnifhed them for three days 
with fumptuous entertainment. On the evening 
of the laft, they were all invited to the palace, and . 
the liquors of Bambarra were placed on the board; 
but AZanfong requefted permiffion to depart for 
_Kaarta. » Lubeg endeavoured to diffuade him from 

his purpofe; and finding all intreaty vain, he gave 
the fignal, and a large armed party rufhed in. 
s« We are betrayed !” exclaimed Adanfang, drawing 
his fword. “The Kaartans fought moft furioufly ; 
but overpowered by numbers, they were obliged 
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to fubmit to their perfidious foes. Afanfong, with 
gleamiiug fabre, like a tyger in the toils, darted 
en the foremoft, and cleft him to the ground. ‘The 


weapons of his adverfaries clafhed over his head; 
but he heeded not death, and ftruggled hard to 
‘break the chains that encircled him. He ftill 
fought, and his blood ftreamed around; till at 
length quite exhaufted, he fell, covered with 
wounds ; and four of his adverfaries lay dead befide 
him. ‘The others bound up his wounds, and, with 
the reft of his party, fent him to the caravan of a 
Slatee, or Slave-merchant. . 

Four hundred flaves were offered a Daify for 
their releafe, but the offer was rejected; and, on 
the banks of the Gambia, they were fold to an 
Englifh Captain, and brought to Famaica. 

[We have been thus particular in detailing the 
affairs of Africa, to thew in what eftimation our 
hero was held in his native country, and that he 
had been inured to war.] 

_ On the arrival of Manfong and his fellow-flaves 
3 in amaica, they were difpofed of according to lot *. 


He 


_ * It fell to the lot of poor Manson to be disposed of toa 


Mr. K. of Port Royal, on whose plantation the slaves were — 
treated with more severity than any other in the island.—. 


The Editor of this History having some business to transact 
with the head Overseer of Mr. K.’s plantation, happened to 
call on him at the moment when Mansong was receiving a 
dozen lashes with a cart-whip, for staying FIVE MINUTES at 
dinner after the bell had called the slaves to work !—Those 
sanguinary punishments may, perhaps, in a great degree, 
_ account for his becoming a Zanga to his persecutors, 
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He was branded on the breaft, and fmiled upon the 
red-hot iron as it feared him ; but he had voWéd re- 
venge, and called upon the God of his country to 


witnefs- his vows of vengeance, on the European 
race. He had repeatedly received the lath of his 
employers on his bare fhoulders.; and as the blood 


trickled down his back, fo did he refolve that for 


every drop, a white man’s blood fhould api} 2c 
the plain ! 

Eighteen long tedious months had now elapfed 
fince he was dragged from his native country— 

eighteen long months had heard his eroans—-and 
JACK. (for fo was he named after his arrival in 
Famaica, and by which we fhall in future call him) 
devifed how to lafh his perfecutors with a rod of 
iron. 

Amalkir, an Obeah pragiitionér, dgfedt in a 
loathfome cave, far removed from the enquiring 
eye of the fufpicious whites, in the blue Mountains 5 
he was old and fhrivelled ; adiforder had contraét- 


ed all his nerves, and he could fcarcely crawl.— 


His cave was the dwelling-place or refuge of rob- 
bers; he encouraged them in their depradations, 


and gave them OBJ, that they might fearlefs — 


ruth where danger ftood. This obi was fuppofed 
to make them invulnerable to the attacks of the 
white men, and they placed implicit belief in its 
virtues, } | 


Before 
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Refare we proceed farther with the hiftory 
our hero, we fhall prefent our’ readers wile a 
authentic account of this practice, fo prevalent in 
the Britifh Weft Inc‘es, and its fatal effects, cor- 
roborated by the authorities of Mr. Bryan Edwei “ds, 
author of the Hiflory of the We? Indies, Docvor 
Maofeley, 8c. &e. 

The term Obeah, Obiah, or Obia, (for it is va~ 
rioufly written) we conceive to be the adjective, 
and Ode, or Obi, the noun fubftantive; and that 
by the terms Obeah-men or women, are meant 
thofe who practife Obi. F rom the learned Mr. 
Bryant’s commentary upon the word Oph, in his 

Mythology, Vol. I. we obtain a very probable ety- 
mology of the term :—‘* A ferpent, in the Egyp~ 
tian language, was called Ob, or 4ub. Obion is 
ftill the Egyptian name for a ferpert. The wo- 
man at Endor is called Oub, or Ob, tranflated Py- 
thonifja ; and Oubaois was the name of the bafilifk, 
or royal ferpent; an emblem of the fun, and an 
ancient oracular Deity of Africa.” 

This derivation, which applies to one particular 
fect, the remnant, probably, of a very celebrated 
' religious order in remote ages, is now become in 


‘Famaica the general term to denote thofe Africans 


who, in that ifland, praétife witchcraft or forcery 5 3 


comprehending alfo the clafs of what are called 
M, hal men, or thofe who, by means of a narcotic 
Cc potion, 












Hib acile, 

potion, made with the juice of an herb, (faid to be 
the branched calalue, or fpecies of folanum) which 
oceafions a trance, or profound fleep, of a certain 
duration, endeavour to convince the deluded fpec- 
tators of their power to re-animate dead bodies. 

As far as we are able to decide, from our own 
experience and information, while we lived on the 
ifland, and from‘the current teftimony of all the 
negroes we have ever converfed with on the fub- 
ject, the profeflors of Obi are, and always were, 
natives of Africa, and none other ; and they have 
brought the fcience with them from thence to Fa- 
maica; where it is fo univerfally practifed, that 
there are few of the large eftates, pofleffing native 
Africans, which have not one or more of them. 
"(hofe whofe hoary heads, and a fomewhat pecu- 
arly harfh and forbidding afpe&t, together with 
fome {kill in plants of the medicinal.and poifonous 
fyecies, have qualified them for impofitions on the 
weak and credulous, ufually” attract the greateft 
devotion and confidence. "The negroes in general, 
whether Africans or Creoles, revere, confult, and 
fear them. To thefe oracles they refort, with the 
moft implicit faith, upon all occafions, whether 
for the cure of diforders, the obtaining revenge 
for injuries or infults, the conciliating of favour, 


the difcovery and punifhment of the thief or adul- 


terer, or the predictign of future events. 


The 
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The trade which thofe impoftors carry on is 
extremely lucrative ; they manufacture and fell 
their Obies, ane: to different cafes and ‘at dif- 
ferent prices ; a veil of myftery is ftudioufly thrown 
over their incantations, to which the midnight 

hours are allotted; and every precaution is taken 
to conceal them from the knowledge of the whites. 
The deluded negroes become the willing accom- 


plices in this concealment ; and the ftouteft among 


them tremble atthe very fight of the ragged 


bundle, the bottle, or the egg-fhells, which are 
fuck in the thatch or hung over tie door of a hut, 
or upon the branch of a plantain-tree, to deter 


marauders. In cafes of poifon, the natural effects 
of it are, by the ignorant negroes, afcribed entirely 


to the potent workings of Obi. The wifer ne- 
groes. hefitate to reveal their fufpicions, from a 
dread of incurring the terrible vengeance which is. 


fulminated by the Obeah men again{ft any one who 
fhould betray them ; it is, therefore, very dificult 
_ for the white proprietor to diftinguifh the obeah 
profeffor from any other negro on his plantation ; 
and fo infatuated are the blacks in general, that but 
few inftances occur of their having aflumed courage 
enough to impeach thofe mifcreants. 

With minds fo firmly prepofleffed, they no fonlen 
find Obi fet for them near the door of their hut, or 
in the path leading to it, than they give themfelves 
as (oe PR ane nag up 
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up for loft! When a negro is robbed of a hog 
or a fowl, he applies dire€tly to an Obeah man or 
woman; it is then made known among his fellow 
blacks that obi is fet for the thief; and as foon as 
the latter hears the dreadful news, his terrified 
imagination begins to work: no refource is left 


| but in the fuperior fkill of fome more eminent - 


Obeah man in the neighbourhood, who may coun- 
teract the magical operations of the other ; but if 
no one can be found of higher rank and ability, or 


if, after gaining fuch an ally, he fhould ftill fancy 


himfelf affeted, he prefently falls into a decline, 
under the inceffant horror of impending calamities. 
‘The flighteft painful fenfation in the head, the 
bowels, or any other part, or any cafual hurt, con- 
firms his apprehenfions, and he believes himfelf the 
devoted victim of an invifible and irrefiftible agency. 


Sleep, appetite, and chearfulnets forfake him 5 _ his. 


ftrength decays ; his difturbed imagination 1s con- 
tinually haunted ;~ his features wear the feitled, 
gloom of defpondency ; dirt, .or any other un- 
wholefome fubftance, becomes his only food; he 
contracts a morbid habit of body, and otis 
jinks into the grave! 

A negro, when taken ill, enquires of the Obeah 
man the caufe of his ficknefs; whether it will 
prove mortal or not, and within what time he fhall 
die or recover! The Grane generally afcribes the 


diftemper 
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diftemper to the malice of fome particular perfor, 


whom he names, and advifes to fet obi for that 
perfon; but if no hopes are given of recovery, 
defpair immediately takes place, which no medi- 
cine can remove, and death is the certain confe- 


quence ! Thofe anomalous fymptoms which 





originate from caufes deeply rooted in the mind, 
fuch as the terrors of Obi, or from poifons whofe 
operations are flow and intricate, will baffle the 


moft fkilful phyfician. 


Confidering the multitude of occafions which 


provoke the negroes to exercife the power of Obi 
againit each other, and the aftonifhing influence of 
this fuperftition upon their minds, we cannot but 
attribute a very confiderable portion of the annual 
mortality among the negroes of Jamaica to this: 
fafcinating mifchief. 
_ The Obi is ufually compofed ef a farrago of 
materials, (moft of which are enumerated in the 
| Famaica Law, pafled in 1760) viz. Grave-dirt, 
hair, teeth of fharks, aligators, and other animals,, 
parrots’ beaks, blood, broken bottles,. feathers,, 
ege-thells, images In wax, the hearts of birds,, 
livers of mice, and fome potent roots, weeds, and: 
buthes, of which Muropeans are at. this. time ig- 
pore ; | 
Te ‘may appear fingular, that this dnaive 
soe fo prevalent i in ‘Famaica, fhould not have: 
wae ae ae | received’ 











received an earlier check from the Legiflature.— 
‘The fact is, the great fkill of fome negroes in the 
art of poifoning, has been noticed for a confider- 
able time. Sloane and Barham, who practifed phyfic 
in Famaica in the laft century, have mentioned 
particular inftances of it. ‘The fecret and infidious 
manner in which the crime is generally perpetrated, 
makes the legal proof extremely difficult ; fufpi- 
cions, therefore, have been frequent, but detetions 
rare. ‘Thefe murderers have fometimes beer 
brought to juftice ; but it is reafonable to believe | 
that a far greater number have efcaped with im- 

punity. eg 
In regard to the other and more common tricks ° 
of Obi, fuch as hanging up feathers, bottles, ego- 
fhells, &c. &c. in order to intimidate negroes of 
a thievith difpofition from plundering huts, hog- 
ftyes, or provifion-grounds, thefe were laughed at 
by the white inhabitants, as harmlefs ftratagems 
contrived by the more fagacious blacks, and ferves 
for much the fame purpofe as the fcare-crows which 
‘are in general ufed-among our Englifh farmers 
and gardeners, But, in the year 1760, whena 
very formidable infurrection of the Koromantyn, or 
Gold-coaft negroes, broke out in the parifh of St. 
‘Mary, and fpread through almoft every other dif- 
trict of the ifland, an old Koromantyn negro, the 
chief inftigator and Oracle of the infurgents in that 
parifh, 
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_ parifh, who had adminiftered the fetifh, or folemn 
~ oath, to the confpirators, and furnifhed them with 
_amiagical preparation, which was to render them 
invulnerable, was fortunately apprehended, con- 
victed, and hung up, with all his feathers and 
trumperies about him. His execution ftruck the 
jufurgents with a general panic, from which they 
never after recovered. 

‘The examinations taken at that time, rt open=. 
ed the eyes of the public to the very dangerous 
tendency of the Obeah practices, and gave birth 
to the Jaw which was then enacted for their fup- 
preffion and punifhment: however, neither the 
terror of this law, the ftri€t inveftigation which 
has ever fince been made after the profeflors of 
Obi, nor the examples of thofe who, from time to” 
time, have been hanged or tranfported for this 
crime, have had the defired effect. It muft be in- 
ferred, therefore, that either this fect, like many 
_ others, has flourifhed under perfecution, or that 
frefh fupplies are annually introduced from the — 
_ African feminaries. The baneful effects of their 
influence is not confined to ‘famaica only ; fimilar 
examples may be found in other Weft-India 
colonies. Pere Labet, in his Hiffory of Martinico, 
has noticed fome which are very extraordinary. 

The following Narrative, which we have had 
hi a ee of Jamaica, a gentleman of the 
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{tricteft veracity, and who is now in London, will 
ferve as a farther illuftration of the foregoing de- 
{cription of the Obeah practice, and its fatal ef-- 
fects : 

Upon returting to Famaica, (from which he had 
been fome time abfent) in the year 1775, he found. 
that a great number of his negroes had died during. 
his abfence, and that of fuch as. remained alive, at 
leaft one half were debilicated, and in a very de- 
plorable condition. “he mortality continued after 
his arrival; two or three were frequently buried 
in one day ;, and others were taken ill, and began 
to decline under the fame fymptoms. Every 
means were tried, by medicines and the moft 
careful nurfing, to preferve the lives of the feeble ; 
but in fpite of all his endeavours, the depopulation 
went on for a twelvemonth longer, with more or 
lefs intermiffion, and without his being able to af- 
certain the real caufe ; though the Obeah practice 
was ftrongly fufpected, as well by himfelf as by the 


- Doétor and other white. perfons upon the planta- 


tion, as it was known to be very common in that 
part of the ifland, and particularly among the ne- 
groes of the Pops country. Still he was unable to 
verify his fufpicions, becaufe the patients conftantly 
denied their having any thing to do with perfons 
of that order, or any knowledge of them. At 
length, a negrefs, who had been ill for fome time, . 
| | | came 
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came one day, and informed him, that feeling it 
was impoffible for her to live much longer, fhe 
thought herfelf bound in duty, before fhe died, to 
impart a very great iecret, arid acquaint him with 
the true caufe of her diforder, in hopes that the 


- 


difclofure might prove the means of ftopping that 
mifchief which jhad already {wept away fitch a 
number of her fellow-flaves. 

She proceeded to fay, that’ her acre a 
woman of the Popo country, about eighty years- 
old, but ftill hale and aétive, had put Obi upon 
her, as fhe had alfo done upon thofe who had 
lately died ; and that the old woman had practifed 
Obi for as many years paft as fhe could remember, 

The other negroes of the plantation no fooner 

~~ heard of this impeachment, than they ran in a body 

- to their mafter, and confirmed the truth of it; 
adding, that fhe had carried on this bufinefs ever 
fince her arrival from Africa, and was the terror of 
the whole neighbourhood. 

Upon this, he repaired direly, with fix white 
fervants, ta the old woman’s houfe, and forcing 
open the door, obferved the whole infide of the 
roof, which was of thatch, and every crevice of 
the walls, ftuck with the implements of her trade’; 
confifting of rags, feathers, bones of cats, anda 
thoufand other articles. Examining farther, a large 

~ earthen pot, or jar, ere covered, was found 
\ “concealed 
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concealed under her bed ; it contained a prodigious 
quantity of balls of earth, or clay, of various di- 
menfions, whitened on the outfide, and variouily 
compounded, fome with hair or rags, and feathers 


_ of all forts, and ftrongly bound with twine; others 


lended with the upper fe€tion of the feulls of cats, 
teeth, and claws, or with human and dogs teeth, 
and fome glafs beads of different colours. “here 
were alfo a great many ego-fhells filled with a 
kind of gummy fubftance, the qualities of which. 
he neglected to examine, and many little bags,. 
ftuffed with a variety of ar ticles, the particulars of 
which, at this diftance of time, cannot be recol- 
lected. 

The hut was ‘immediately pulled down, and, 
with the whole of its contents, committed to the 
flames, amidit the general acclamations: of all his. 
other negroes. From motives of humanity, he 
declined bringing the old woman to trial, under 


the law of the ifland, which would have punifhed aes 


her with death; but delivered her into the hands 
of a party of Spaniards, who, as fhe was not yet 
thought incapable of doing fome trifling kind of 
work, were very glad to accept and carry her with 
them to Cuba. 

From the moment of her departure, his negroes 
feemed to be animated with new fpirits, and the 


malady fpread no farther among them. The total 
ot his lofles, in the courfe of about fifteen years 
preceding | 





we 
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preceding the difcovery, and imputable folely te 
the Obeah practice, he eftimates at leaft at one 
hundred negroes. | 

_ Having received fome farther information upon 
this fubject from another “famaica gentleman, who 
fat upon the trials of two criminals convicted of 
this practice, we + ie give the fame in his own 
words : 

“ In the year 1760, the influence of the pre- 
feflors of the Obeah art was fuch, as to induce a 
great number of the negro flaves in Jamaica to en- 
gage in the rebellion which happened in that year, 
and which gave rife to the law then made againit 
the practice of Obi. Affurance was given to thefe 


_ deluded people that they were to become invulne- 


rable; and in order to render them fo, the Obeah 
men furnifhed them with a powder, with which 
they were to rub themfelves. 

s In the firft engagement with the rebels, nine 


of them were killed, and many taken prifoners. 


Among the latter was one very intelligent fellow, 
who offered to difclofe many important matters, 
on condition that his life fhould be fpared. This 
being promifed, he related the active part which 
the negroes, known ainong them by the name of 





Obeah men, had taken in promoting the infurrec-_ 


tion; one of whom was thereupon apprehended, 
Net for a rebellious con{piracy, convicted, and 
: fentenced 
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fentenced to die. At the place of execution, fo 
much did he rely on his own power, he bid de- 
ance to the executioner ; telling him that it was 
not in the power of the white people to kill him. 
He was hung up, and the negro fpectators were 
ereatly difmayed when they faw him expire. 

Upon other Obeah men, who were apprehended 
at that time, various experiments were made with 
eleStrical machines and magic lanterns, but with 
very little effect, except on one, who, after re- 
ceiving fome very fevere fhocks, acknowledged 
that his mafter’s obi exceeded his own.” 

The gentleman from whom we had this account 
remembers having fat twice on the trials of Obeah 
men, who were both convicted of feliing prepara= 
tions, which had occafioned the death of the parties : 
to whom they were adminiftered ; notwithftanding 
which, the lenity of their judges prevailed fo far, 
that they were only punifhed with tranfportation. 
To prove the fact of their guilt, two witnefles 
swere deemed neceflary, with corroborating circum- 


{tances. 


a 
Having given a circumftantial account of this 
imaginary charm, and its mifchievous tendency, 
we fhall now return to our hero. 
We have already obferved that Amalkir, an 
‘Obeah practitioner, dwelt in the blue Mountains.— 


Jack approached his cave with a reverential awe 5 
; he 
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he fought his friendfhip; and Analkir engazed to 
fet all the flaves of every plantation in the ifland 





in wild commotion | Jack was charmed with 
the plan, and waited with impatience its execu- 
tion:—he now no longer groaned beneath the 
heavy burden of the day ; the {weat that ch hafed 
his brow, or the {tripes of his cruel tafk-mafter, 
created no pain ;—for he “had a balm at heart, 
which checked the corroding anguifh of his daily 
fufferings. 

Two fummers had now elapfed fince our hero 
arrived at Jamaica ; and his fellow-flaves, excited 
to rebellion by the Obeah-man, became firmly at- 
tached to his defign, They had, by ftealth, pro- 
vided themfelves with arms .and ammunition, 
which they concealed in the b/ue mountains, No- 
thing now was wanting ; and they only waited 
the moment to fet the plantations on fire, —to 
plunge the revengeful dagger in the hearts of the 
Eurupeans, and lay a fertile country in wafte and 
ruin!—Jack, in imagination, now beheld with 
pleafure the dreadful fcene, and {miled on its 
horrors. NE: 3 , 

The tenth of February, 1780, at midnight, 
was the time refolved on by this defperate band, 
headed by a more defperate and determined leader, 
‘to gleam around the flaming {word of vengeance. 


fh he night before that fixed on for the execution 
> eh. of 
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of their intended maffacre, the chiefs of the in- 


farrection met at the cave of Amalkir; and it was’ 
agreed among them, that the fignal for revolt. 
fhould be the firing of a gun. 

Thus refolving, they feparated; and now the 
eventful moment dawned !——The expectation 
of the negroes, awaiting its approach, was at the . 
pitch. At length the awful clock warned them 
ofthe time athand. Jack liftened to the folemn 
toll, as from the vapoured fepulchre it ftruck upon. 
his ear, and gave the bloody fignal, with infinite 

elight ! His heart fwelled with pleafure, and - 
his foul prefaged glorious victory ! | 

At this moment a gun was fired, and a horrid: 
yell enfued. 'The flaves were in arms; they af- 
fembled at the foot of the blue mountains ; and. 





Jack led them on to fcenes of carnage |The: 
alarm-bell was rung ; but ere the Europeans could 
be aroufed from their torpidity, Crawford Town 
was inablaze*. ‘The curled {moke afcended in 
yolumes to the fky, and mingled with the devour- 
ing flames. Screams of the defencelefs and groans: 
of the dying, drowning the echoing noife of the 
flaughtering guns, affailed their ears ; but this, fo 
far from foftening Jack’s heart, afforded him™ 
pleafure, and urged him to the flaughter ! < 

z t. 


* Now called Old Crawford Town, deserted and in ruins, 
the inhabitants having built another, a little distance from 
it, called New Crawford Town. 
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Ae this jun@ure, a troop of Marom foldiers ar- 
tived ; 5 the rebellious negroes ftood their fire, and 
Yan with fury upon the guns of their. aliaitants, 
who turned their backs, and fled from the field. « 

Tt was now five o’clock, and the fun had rife 5 
the fireaks of darknefs were all difpelled, and 
Morning beheld the havock which thamelefs Night 
hadaided. Jack, now aware that the colony 
would proceed again them, called off his troop, 
and prepared for a battle. 

The Governor fent five hundred choice Ma 
-_roons in purfuit of thofe rebels. They met, and 
fought. ‘The negroes, as before, rufhed upon 
_ their guns; but the Maroons. firing as they re- 

treated, kept them at bay, and made great flaugh- 
ter. JACK, in vain, encouraged i men; he 
ead not roufe them to renew the combat; and 
they fled in every direGtion. 

Next day, the Governor publithed a ae aba 
-tion, offering a free pardon to fuch of the infur- 
_gents as would return to their duty. ‘This had 
the defired effe& ; for they all returned, except 
Jack, who was ftill determined to harrafs. the 
Europeans. 

He again repaired to 4 the cave of Anmalkir, who 
hung an Obi-horn about his neck, rare for its 
‘lfuppoted. virtues——-Dr. ALfeley, in his Treatife 
on Sugar, fays, “I faw the Obi of this famous 
Bey De: : negro | 
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negro robber, Three-finger'd Fack, this terror of 
Famaica, “Whe Maroon who flew him brought it 
tome. It confifted of a goat’s horn, filled with 
a compound of grave-dirt, afhes, the blood of a 
black cat, and human fat, all mixed into a kind 
of pafte. A cat’s foot, a dried toad, a pig’s tail, 
a flip of virginal parchment, of kid-fkin, with 
charaéters marked in biood on it, were alfo in his | 
Obean bag.” 

Thus equipped, and armed with two guns and 
a cutlafs, Jack made the mountains his abode, 
and the plains beneath his fcene of depredations. 
He fortified every accefs to his cave, where none 
dared to follow him; terrified the inhabitants; 
and fet the civil and military power of the ifland 
at defiance, for nearly two years ! ‘ “td 

it would be tedious to enumerate all the ex- 
ploits of this famous robber ; we fhall, therefore, 
only relate a few of the moft prominent. _ 

One day, as JACK was reconnoitring on the 
top of Lebanus, he beheld a negro beneath, armed, 
and carrying provifions. He ‘rufhed down the 
mountain, and attacked him, ‘This negro (whofe 
name was QuasHEE) had been an intimate of 
our hero’s in his days of flavery 5 but Jack would 
now acknowledge no friendfhip, and commanded 
him to deliver. The other, who was alfo bold 
and refolute, refufed; Jack drew his cutlafs ; 

. upon 
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upon which; OuAsHEE pulled a pittol from his 
girdle, and fhot off two of his antagonif{l’s fin- 
gers *.- This enraged JAcK, who now ufed his 
{word with favage fury. Quathee received feve- 
ral wounds ; ‘and no longer capable of maintain- 
ing the conteft, he fled; while Jack took charge 
of the booty, and retired to his cave. 


Another time, Jack having had no food for 
fome days, he became defperate. There ftood a 
plantation not far from Lebanus, the proprietor of 
which had given his flaves a holiday, it being his 
daughter’s birth- day, and they were making 
merry. Jack beheld with gloating eye, from His 


retreat, the feftivity of the aflembled; and truft- 


ing to the terror of his name, he feized a mufket, 


and defcended. When he came near, he hid him- 


felf behind the entwined branches of a fig-tree, . 
and taking a good aim, he fhot the overfeer, who 
prefided at the feaft, and who inftantly fell. The 
negroes were ftruck with a general panic and 


Jack made his appearance. Not one was. -bold 


enough to feize him: he held up his three-fin- 
ger’d hand, and they all. fell upon their: faces to 


the ground ; then feizing as much booty as he 


could difpofe of, he fled to his cave. 


he This circumstance gave him the nick-name of obo a 
suNoun’ DJack,. © in i 


e 








i 7 
aa: 
5 See 
, , 
em 
’ + | 
tt 


emp 


TPG tea ae 


ti one taieacisiainoacectiapenesrciomiores saree = 


ees ase 





Swen HN A Fore oad 









ae a 
Ses 


oa ahi a 






SSS 








IR EAN os eRe Te 


ie i SN 


erates 


SS ee 
Ca Tigh 











The flaves recovering from their fright, ran to 
the Planter, and informed him of the appearance 
of three-finger’'d JACK | Their mafter was.as 
much furprifed as themfelves, though differently 


inftigated ; their furprife was mingled with ex- 


cefiive fear; his was excited by the daring impu- 
dence of this bold marauder, who couid aflume 
courage enough to venture before feven hundred 
negroes | ‘ 7 
In a fhort time, Jack’s fame increafed to fuch 
a degree, that the whole land trembled at his 
name; and ifany evil happened, it was attributed 
to Jack and his Obi. In the Welt Indies females 
marry very young, and fometimes very unhappily 5 
but the caufe of their unhappinefs was always at- 
tributed to Jack! Although the fins on his 
fhoulders were fufficiently weighty, yet he was 





now charged very unjuftly ; for he was never 
known to moleft a woman or child. Plunder was. 
bis chief aim, and revenge on the European men. 

He was faid to be the head of a gang of negro 
robbers ; but this alfo was falfe; he had neither 
accomplice. nor affociate. There were a few run- 


away negroes near Mount Lebanus, the place of 
his retreat, whofe foreheads” he had croffed with 
fome of the zagic in his horn, and they could not 
betray him. But he {corned affiftance ; he robbed 
alone; fought all his own. battles; and always 

: killed. 








a 4 
killed his purfuers. By his magic, he was not 
only the dread of the negroes, but there were 
many white people who believed he was poflefled 
of fome fupernatural power. 
_ He had continued his ravages‘for nearly a year, 
when Captain Orford, a young Englifhman, of 
good birth, and the moft amiable difpofition, had 
come over to “famaica, with a party of foldiers, 
who were to be garrifoned there. Rofa, the 
daughter of a Mr. Chapman, an eminent Planter 
in Maroons Town, had caft a favourable eye upon 
Orford, who alfo beheld her with the fame affec- 
tion. Mr. Chapman, who had much at heart the 
happinefs of his daughter, and finding that Orford. 
really loved her, confented to their: fpeedy nup- 
tials. “Ihe lovers were tranfported with the joy- 
. ful prefage of future happinefs; but their joy was 
foon damped by an unexpected event. 
Captain Orford, unacquainted with fear, or the 
- true character of our hero, would frequently tra- 
verte the blue mountains, accompanied by his 
favourite negro boy Tuckey, to enjoy the breeze 
which lightly fanned the mountain tops. One 
day, thoughtlefs of danger, he proceeded till he 
came near the mouth of Jack’s cave. Jack was 
| feated upon a crag; he no fooner beheld an enemy 
near, than he ae down. Tuckey gave a loud 
| {cream 5 and Orford, drawing his fyord, made 
towards 
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towards Jack; who fmiled upon him with con- 
tempt, and lifting up his gun by the muzzle, he 
knocked him down with the butt-end. 

Tuckey, wild with terror, fled; and Jack feizing 
the fenielefs body of Orford, flung it down the 
_ mountain’s fide. Tuckey was proceeding home- 
ward, when a groan ftruck his ear; he liftened— 
another groan fucceeded; and the compafiionate 
boy endeavoured to learn from whence they came. 
Winding down the intricacies of the craggy 
mountain, the body of Captain Orford arrefted hi® 
ftep | His mafter was not dead, but very 
much bruifed, and his fcull fractured. Tuckey 
raifed him from the ground, and with much difi- 
culty bore him to the plantation of Mr. Chapman. 

Rofa was in an agony of grief when fhe beheld 
the haplefs fituation-of her Orford... She admini- 
ftered to his wounds, and conftantly attending hiny 
in his illnefs, he foon recovered; for wounds are 





cured to a miracle, in the Weft Indies, in any 
part of the body, except the legs, where eee are 
feldom if ever cured. 

_ Captain Orford being now perfectly recovered, 
Mr. Chapman, folicitous to have the marriage fo- 
Jemnized, fixed the day fo eagerly looked to by the 
young lovers; but a frefh calamity fruftrated their 


fond hopes. 
Mr @ 
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Mr. Chapman, to pafs away the time, propofed 
a variety of entertainments ; and the next day was 
appointed for a fhooting-party.. The morning 
was fine; and the company, confifting of Mr. 
Chapman, Captain Orford and his boy Tuckey, with 
feveral planters and their fervants, proceeded along 
the banks of the A@rant river. Coming near the 
_ bay, the game was pretty fair ; and Captain Orford 
being too eager in purfuing it, he and his boy 
were unfortunately feparated from the reft of the 
party. “They fprung a covey of wild fowl; the. 
Captain fired; and brought down his mark; but 
the bird fell upon a rock, o’ertopping the fea, and 
Tuckey ran up the cliff to fave the game. Jack, 
who was prowling about for prey, met and recol- 
le&ted him, and, without farther parley, threw 
him into the ocean. F ortunately, “a boat was 
failing by at the moment, and perceiving the 
tranfaction, took the poor lad on board. 
JAcK now obferving Captain Orford, he le- © 
- velled his gun, and fhot him in the back. The 
_ Captain endeavoured to return the fire, but Jack 
{prung upon him, and wounded him feverely with. 
his cutlafs. Orford fell, bathed in blood; upon » 
_ which, Jack took him on his back, and ponxeyed 
him. to his cave, 
Mr. Chapman miffing Orfird, returned shih his 
party to feek for him. ‘They came to: the bay, 
and 
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and faw his gun and hat lying on the ¢round.— 
Immediately fufpeCting the difafter, they fprcad 
an alarm, and caufed inftant purfuit; but Jack 

eluded their fearch. | 

Mr. Chapman returned home, abforbed in grief. 
On his arrival, he was met by Luckey; this, for 
a moment afluaged his grief, hoping that Orford’ 
was alfo returned; but when the boy related the 
difafter, his agony increafed. He feared to tell 
his daughter the melancholy circumftance; and 
dreaded the difcovery. 

Rofe perceiving the company returning, came, 
with a fmiling countenance, to meet thens; but 
fecing the melancholy air of her father, fhe was 
alarmed, She enquired the caufe of his dejection, — 
vand received: no anfwer: fhe then eagerly afked 
for her beloved Orford, whom fhe now mifled; 
but. ftill receiving no anfwer, and the forrow 
which appeared on every countenance, fufficiently 
convinced her of the caufe, at the immediately 
fainted away. 

She was borne’ to her chamber; where fhe 
‘continued feveral days without taking any nou- 
rifhment; and her life was defpaired of. A 
very fudden and favourable change, however, 





took place, for which neither her phyfician nor 
‘attendants could affign a caufe, and dhe — re- 
covered ! ce ee . Pat 


Mr, 
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Mr. Chapman was blefled by this joyful change; 
he faw with tran{port the colour again glow on 


the cheek of his beloved daughter ; and he was- 
refolved that the day of her recovery fhould. be 
a joyful holiday to the whole plantation. Indeed, ; 


he was in general fo kind to his flaves, that they 


all appeared happy, and. loved him ; the confe-. 
quence of which was, that but very few of them 


joined in the rebellion, and his plantation was 


— efteemed the moft thriving in the ifland. We 
can affert, from experience, that if every planter. 


in the Weft Indies were to follow his humane 
example, it would not only tend to the increafe 


of their own private wealth, but-to the good of. 
this country at large; and it is indifputably as. 


eafy for a mafter to gain the love of his flaves-as 


_. Mr, Chapman one morning vifited the apartment _ 
of his daughter, expecting to find her much re 
covered ; but what was. his furprife, to perceive 
her chamber-window open, anda fheet flung out, 


their hatred. 


one end of which was tied to the bed-poft !_ Her 
clothes were on the floor. Fora moment He was 


transfixed in amaze; but perceiving a note lying 


on the table, he. eagerly broke the feal, and read 
its heart-rending contents. It was as-follows: 


} 


& DEAR. 
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«DEAR FATHER, y 
« Pray pardon me. No longer able to fupport an 
exiflence without the partner of my heart, my Orford, | 
Tam determined to fearch the mountains, and find out 
this Jack—this terror of our ifland. If he has a 
fingle fpark of humanity, he will reftore me him on 
whom my foul doats. Do not be uneafy on my account. 
If I find him not, I fball return, and die in your 
arms. I can with fafety feck the cave of this robber, 
as Tunderfiand he will not moleft a female. Adieu; 
my dear father. | 











“< Rosa CHAPMAN.” 


This imprudent ftep of Ro/a’s had fuch an ef- 
fect upon her father, that a fevere and long ills 
nefs enfued. : ngs 

Jack having now become the terror of the 
whole ifland, and rendered himfelf fo obnoxious 
by his daily depradations, that Governor Dalling 
found it neceflary to apply to his Majelty, to iffue 
his royal proclamation, offering a reward for ap- 
prehending this daring robber. Accordingly, the 


following proclamation was iffued, dated the ! oth 


ot December, 1789, and 13th of Fanuary, \181: 
BY THE KING. 


A PROCLAMATION. 


WHEREAS we have been informed, by our 


Houfe of Affembly of this our Ifland of Jamaica, that 
> @ Very 
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avery defperate gang of negro Slaves, headed by a 


negro man Slave, calted and known by the name of 
Three-finger’d Jack, bath for many months pa/t 
committed feveral robberies, and carried off a number 
of negroes and other flaves on the windward Roads 
into the woods, and hath alfo committed feveral mur= 
ders; and that repeated parties have been fitted out, 


and fent againft the faid Vhree-finger’d Jack and 


bis gang, who have returned without being able ta 


apprehend the fad Negro, or to prevent his making 


head again: And whereas: our Floufe of Affembly 
haih requefted us to give directions for ufuing a pro- 


clamation, offering a reward for apprehending the faid 
negro, called Three-finger’d Jack, and al a fur- 
‘ther reward for apprebending each and every negra 


man Slave belonging to the faid gang, and delivering 
him or them to any Gaoler in this Mans And whereas 
we have fince received another meffage from our faid 


Haufe of Affembly, requefting us sto offer an additional 


reward of Two Hundred Pounds jor the apprebend- 


ing, or bringing in the head, of that daring rebel, 
called Three-finger’d Jack, who hath hitherio eluded 
every attempt againft' bim. We, having taken the 
fame into. our confideration, have thought fit to iffue 
this our royal Proclamation, hereby ftriétly charging 


_and commanding, and we do hereby ftriéily charge and 


command, all and every our loving fubjeéts within our 


: faid 3 ee ta face and sae or caufe to be 
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purfued and apprehended, the body of the faid negro, 
called ‘Three-finger’d Jack, and alfo of each and 
every negro man flave belonging to the faid gang, and 
deliver him or them to any of the Gaolers of this ifland. 
And we do, at-the inflance of our faid Houfe of Afjem- 
bly, offer a reward of One Hundred Pounds, andy 
ai the like inflance, a further reward of Two Hun- 
dred Pounds, to be paid to the perfon or perfons who 
foall apprebend and take the body of the faid negro, 
called Vhree-finger’d Jack ; and we do, at the in- 
fiance of our Hou/e of Alfembly, offer a further reward 
of Five Pounds over and above what is allowed by 
law, for apprebending each and every negro belonging 
to the faid gang, and delivering him or them to any of 
the Gaolers of this ifland, ta be dealt with according 


to law. es 4 


Witnefs, bis Excellency John Dalling, E/quire, 
Captain General and Governor in Chief of our 
faid Iftand of Jamaica, and other the Territe- ~ 

| ries thereon depending in America, Chancellor — 

. and Vice Admiral of the fame, at Saint Jago 
de la Vega, the thirteenth day of January, im 
the twenty-firf? year of our reign, Anno Dom. 
1791. , 


: ; Joun DALLING. 
By bis Excellency’s command, 


R. LEwWING, Secretary. 


| ' GGD SAVE THE KING. Te 
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The Houfe Ot Affembly alfo came to the fol- 
“lowing Refolution, which was iflued foon after 


the firft proclamation: 


Houfe of Affembly, ‘uth December, 1780. 
Refolved, 


THAT over and above the reward of One Hun- 
dred Pounds, offered by his Majefty’s proclamation, 
fr taking or killing the rebellious negro, called'T hree- 


finger’d Jack, the further reward of FREEDOM 


— foall be given ta any Slave that fall take or Fill the 


faid Three-finger’d Jack; and that the Houje will 


_make good the value of fuch flave to the Proprietor 


thereof: And if any one of his accomplices will kill the 
faid Vhree-finger’d Jack, and bring in his head 
and hand wanting the fingers, fuch accomplice fall be 


entitled to his free pardon and his freedom, as above, = 


upon due proof being inade of their being the head and 
and hand of the faid Three-finger’d Jack. 


By the Houfe, 
SAMUEL HowEL, Clerk of Affembly. 


Tn confequence of thofe offers, two refolute and 
ftrong negroes, named OuasHEE* and Sam, 
both of Scst’s Liall, Maran Town, with a party 


. of - 


- Quashel - was the slave who, some time before, i ul a 
battle, had shot off Jack’s two fin gerse i 
ie 
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“of their townfinen, refolved to go in fearch of 
JACK. Quafhee, before he fet out, got himfelf 
chriftened, and changed his name to ‘Fames Reeder. 
Accordingly, the expedition commenced.—And 


now, while this party are on their purfuit, we 
fhall return to the adventurous Rosa. 

The night was extremely dark when fhe took 
the refolution of defcending from her chamber, 
to go in fearch of her beloved Orjord; but the 
paffion which preyed upon her heart fuperfeded 
every other confideration. She drefled herfelf as 
a failor boy, to fecure her from violence; and 
thus difguifed, and unintimidated, fhe dehed the 
inclemency of the weather, and proceeded to the 
mountains. 

She had heard it faid that JacK’s cave was near 
Aount Lebanus, fomewhere among the chain of 
blue Mountains 5 thither, therefore, fhe bent her 
fteps. Faint ahd weary, fhe was often obliged to 
yeft herfelf beneath the fpreading fig-tree; her 
tender Jimbs, unufed to fuch fatigue, fink beneath 
her; her lips were parched with fever; but {till 
‘the hope of recovering her lover fupported her re- 
folution, and made her perfevere with a courage 
rarely to be met with in her fex. 

By violent ‘exertion fhe climbed the | craggy 
fteep that overlooked Old Crawford Town, where 
Still were vifible the ravages of the hire. ‘The 

ee evening 





* 
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evening faft approached, and the dread thunder 
reverberated at a fhort diflance; the lightning 
flafhed around ; and the rain fell in torrents een 


the mountain’s fide.- Rsfa perceived a narrow 
difmal path, leading to a more difmal cave; and 


fhe entered the gloomy abode, where none but 
the robber, or wretched in mind, could dwell.— 


The arched vault, formed by the rough hand of 


nature, and the noxious vapours that aflailed her, 


imprefled her mind with the moft difmal ideas. — 


She dreaded to proceed ; yet the ftill more eloomy 


horrors that played around the cavern’s mouth, 
‘impelled her to feek a refuge. She accordingly 


bent her fteps to the interior of the cave; the 


chilly dew, hanging on the projecting crag, dropt 


upon her like ice; while fear froze her heart.— 
She now came to the mouth of another defcent,; 
which led ftill deeper into the gloomy abode ; and, 


to her infinite furprife, beheld a taper burning be- 


neath ! She uttered a faint {cream, and fell 
down the rocky defcent into the cave, where the 
glimmering taper helped, in fome degree, to leffen 





its gloom. | 


Rofa lay for fome time fenfelefs ; He forehead 
was much bruifed, and her lovely trefles hung 


difhevelled- ‘en her face. t length fhe recovered. 


ae 


- to the mifery of her jituation;. fhe beheld, Witiz 


tortured eye, the fri ghtful cave, which was hung 


ae 
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- around with the fkeletons of turtles, aligators, and 


other reptiles; a fight fuficient to damp a heart, 
more courageous than Rofa’s. 

Three-finger’'d “fack, into whofe cave fhe had 
thus been precipitated, was out, prowling for 
prey. At this critical juncture he returned, and 
defcended into the cave, by means of a ladder, 
while Rofa was viewing, with terror, the three- 
finger’d hand depited on the wall. JACK no 
fooner beheld an European in his cave, than he 
feized one of his mufkets, and was about to dafh 
out her brains; when Rofa fell upon her knees, 
and exclaimed, “© Mercy! Mercy! I am a wo- 


4? 2 





man Jack dropped his weapon, and was 
perplexed; for although he was refolved to fhew 
mercy to women, yet he had alfo determined to. 
put to death that being who fhould gain a know- 
ledge of his cave. However, after fome delibe- 
ration, he made up his mind that Ro/a fhould not 
die*; but felfprefervation demanded he fhould 
confine her in the bowels of that rock herrafhnefs. 
had penetrated. 

Jack 


* We have already noticed, that Jack would never 
wtoleft a female: as a farther proof of which, we fhall 
give the following authentic anecdote : The wife of 





afoldier, going to a diftant part of the ifland to fee her. 
hufband, happened to meet Three-finger’d, Jack, whom 
fhe did not know; but having heard fo much of his 
_depradations, and the road being unibegecny: WoL 
. ip early 
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JAcK was wéaried with the fatigues of the 


day ; and after eating of the plantain, and drink- 
ing a quantity of liquor, fome of which he alfo 
placed before Rofa, he funk into a found fleep.— 
Rofa now conceived the idea of making her efcape; 
fhe reconnoitred the cave; and could find no 


~means of extricating herfelf, but by the way fhe 
entered. She was therefore haftening up the lad- 


der by which Jack defcended, when a dreadful 
groan aflailed her ear : fhe ftopped ; another groan 
fucceeded ! Aftonifhed, fhe turned back; and 
haftening to the place from whence it proceeded, 
fhe opened the door of an inner cell, and beheld 
her Orford, pale and bloody ! She gave a loud 
feream, and fainted. This aroufed Jack, who, 
on difcovering the caufe, threatened her with 
death ; but his paffion abating, he thruft the help- 
lefs Orford farther into the cell, and locked the 





door; then taking the ladder, he afcended, and 


hung the key upon a projecting part of the rock, 
nearly twenty feet from the ground. _ ry 
Rofa being now recovered, Jack feated her on 


a log, which ferved him as a chair, and tying her 


hands 


fearful of proceeding; fhé therefore begged of the fup- 


fuppofed ftranger, feéing him armed, to efcort her part 
of the way, ‘to prevent her being robbed by Jack; the 


offered topay him for his trouble; and taking fome 


money out of her pocket for that purpofe, Jack held-up 


his three-finger’d hand, faying, “* See here; me na 


hurt you, good woman; put up you money; go on; 


you need be no fraid !? 
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hands together with a long cord, one end of which 
he faftened to a part of the rock, and holding the 
other in his hand, he retired to his mat 5 placed 
the ladder beneath him, and again funk into a 
found fleep. , . 
Rafa was now loft to all hope; fhe defpaired of 


effeGting her efcape, or the releafe of her fuffering 


lover. However, after a fhort time paffed in 
anxious thought, hope illumined her heart.—— 
Near where ‘fhe fat was placed a table, on which 
flood a lighted taper; and her only means of libe~ 





rating herfelf, was to confume the cord that bound 
her hands. Elated with the idea, fhe drew the 
table nearer with her feet, and holding her hands 
over the light, burnt the cord. Now difengaged, 
fhe tied the rope to the leg of the table ; and fall- 
ing upon her Knees, implored Heaven to aid her 
efcape, and that of her lover. . 
“She now turned to the cell wherein Orford was 
confined ; but her heart funk within her, when 
(he. beheld it fafkened by a large padlock, the key 
of which fhe defpaired of obtaining. After along 
fearch, fhe caft her eye on it, and ufing feveral 
sneffectual efforts to get it down, fhe at length 
happened to fee a long ftick, with which fhe un- 
hung the key, and it fell with a oreat noife. : 





Jack was aroufed ; but jerking the cord he held _ 
in his hand, found, as he fuppofed, his prifoner 
ves Wate : fafe 5 
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fafe; and fo renewed his flumber. Rofa now cau- 
tioufly approached the cell of her lover, and un- 


locked the door. Poor Orford fell fenfelefs into 
her arms. His wounds were not great; but he 


was faint for want of nourifhment. She took 
Jack’s bottle of liquor, which ftood on the table, 
and poured fome of it down Orfora’s throat, which 


gr eatly revived him. He no fooner recognifed his 


preferver, than he was about to make his grateful 
acknowledgments ; but Rofa checked him. 
_-Frefh obftacles again impeded the efcape of the 


lovers. Jack had fecured the ladder, and he lay | 


beneath the mouth of his cave; but this obftacle 
was foon obviated. ‘They placed the table aftride 
him, as cautioufly as poffible, on which they alfo 
put the log. Refa now afcended, and Orford fol- 


_ lowed. As he ftept from the log, down tumbled 


the apparatus! JAcK ftarted up in fury, and 
fixed the ladder; but Orford drew it up, and left 
him raging like a madman, vowing their imme- 
diate deftruction, He immediately climbed up the 


rock, and had nearly reached the top, when Or- 


ford, with the butt-end of a gun, not loaded, 
which he had taken with him, knocked him back- 
wards. Stunned with the blow, he lay fenfelefs ; 


_ while they effected their.efcape, and haftened to 


relieve the anxiety of Ro/a’s father ; whom, on 


eet arrival; they found confined to his bed.— 
Cheered, . 




















Cheered, however, by the pleafure of again be- 
holding his daughter, and her beloved Orford, 
with the hope -of their future happinels, he was 
foon reftored to health. 

We fhall now leave the lovers preparing for 
their nuptials, and return to the party who Tet 
out in purfuit of Jack. | 

ReEDER and Sam, with their townfmen, had 
been creeping about in the woods upwards of three 
weeks, blockading, as it were, the deepeft receffes 
of the moft inacceflible parts of the ifland, where 
Jack frequented ; but their fearch was in vain. 
We have reafon to think that Jack, by fome 
means or other, was apprized of the fearch_—_— 
Reeder and Sam, therefore, tired of this mode of 
war, refolved to proceed by themfelves in fearch 
of his retreat, and to take him by ftorming it, or 
perifh in the attempt. The little boy Zuckey, 
however, being a lad of great fpirit, and a good 
fhot, folicited, and obtained permiffion, to accom- 





pany them. : 2 
Thefe three accordingly left the reft of the 
party; from whom they had not long feparated, 


before they difcovered, by impreffions among the 
weeds and bufhes, that fome perfon muft have 
lately paffed that way. They therefore filently 
~ and cautioufly followed thefe impreffions, and foom | 
perceived a fmoke. They now prepared for war; 
; and 








TS 


and came upon Jack before he obferved them.— 
He was roafting plantains by a fire on the ground, 
at fome little diftance from his cave. “Turning his 
head round, he difcovered his enemies; and fnatch- 
ing his guns, inftantly jumped up. His looks were 
fierce and terrible; and he threatened them with 
inftant death, if they did not furrender. Reeder 
undauntedly replied, that his Obi had no power 
over him now 3 for that he had been chriftened, 
and his name was no longer Quajbee. Jack knew 
Reeder ; and as if paralyfed, he let his guns fall 
to the ground, and drew his cutlafs. Reeder and 
Sam were at firft frightened at the fight of him ; 
they had no retreat ; and were to contend with 
the braveft and ftrongeft man in the ifland. _ But 
Jack was alfo intimidated ; for he had prophefied 
that white Obi would get the better of him; and 
he knew, from experience, that the charm would 
lofe nothing in the hands of Reeder. i 

~ Without farther parley, therefore, JAcK, fear- 
ful of the event, with his cutlafs in his hand, threw 
himfelf down a precipice at the back of the cave. 


ReEEDER attempted to fhoot him, but his gun 

miffed fire; SAM, however, fired, and fhot him 
in the fhoulder, as he fell. Rrrper, encouraged 
by the flight of Jack, drew his cutlafs, and im- 
mediately plunged headlong down after him. The 
~ defcent was nearly thirty yards, and almoft per 
: pendicular , 
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pendicular. Both of them preferved their weapons 
in the fall. | 

Having recovered their feet, they began a moft 
dreadful combat, with all the favage fiercenefs of 
two enraged tigers. The little boy, Zuckey, who 
had been ordered to keep out of harm’s way, now: 
reached the top of the precipice, and during the’ 
fight fhot Jack in the belly. | ; 

Sam took a round-about way to get to the field 
of aGion. When he arrived-at the fpot,; JACK 
and Rerper had clofed, and tumbled down an- 
other precipice ; in which fall they both loft their: 
weapons. SAM immediately defcended after them, 
and alfo loft his cutlafs among the bufhes in getting 














down. He came juft time enough to fave Reeder ; 
for though they were without weapons, they were. 
: not idle. JAcK had caught his antagonift by the 
oi throat with a lion’s g¢rafp.——-[See tbe plate. | 

The combatants now prefented a moft horrid 
a fpectacle. REEDER had his right hand almoft cut 





off; and Jack, whofe wounds were alfo deep and 
defperate, ftreamed with blood from his fhoulder 
and belly. In fhort, both. combatants were Kite- 
rally covered with gore. — 
A In this ftate of the battle, the little chase Ti: robe : 
i who was armed with a piftoi and cutlafs, jut came 
| up ; he fhapped his piftol at Jack, but it mifled 


fire. Sam, however; was umpire, and decided 
the 
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hel Fite of “0 day. He ftruck ] ACK on the head 
, with a piece of a rock. Stunned with the blow, 
he let go his hold, and fell fenfelefs. 

They then rufhed upon him, and with Tuckey’s 
cutlafs cut off his head and three-finger’d ‘hand, 
(both of which are at this time preferved in {pirits, 
for the infpection of the cur ious) and carried them 
“in triumph to Moraat Bay. 

They there put their trophies into a pail of 
rum ; aid, followed by a vaft concourfe of negroes, 
now no longer afraid of JacKx’s Obi, blowing 
their fhells and horns, and hring guns in their 
rude manner, they proceeded to King agfton and 
Spanifh Town, and claimed the rewards promifed 
by the King’s proclamation and Houfe of Afiem- 
“bly. 

Mr. Chapman being perfe€ly recovered from 
his indifpofition, the marriage between Captain 
Orford and the amiable Refi was folemnized with 
the greatelt feftivity ; the Captain fold his commif- 
fion, and purchafed a large plantation, near New 
Crawford Town, where they enjoyed an uninter- 
rupted feries of happinefs for many years. Mr, 
Chapman, about five years after their marriage, 
died, and left the bulk of his fortune to Captain ' 
Orford, who, a fhort time fince, was fuppofed to 
be one of the richeft men in the ifland, 
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REEDER and Sam, _ having obtained - their 
freedom, and the promifed rewards, annually ce- 
lebrate the joyful event, and the fall of the once, 
terror of the whole ifland of Jamaica— | 


THREE-FINGER’D JACK ; 


a man, perhaps, of as genuine courage as ever 


‘exifted ; and who, in all probability, had he not 


been configned to flavery by the bafe treachery of 
the King of Bambarra, would have been an orna- 
ment to his country. 
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ACCURATE DESCRIPTION © 


OF 


Obi, or, ve bree-finger’ d Jack, 


AS PERFORMED AT THE 
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“ot CHARACTERS 
MEN. 
¥, bree-finger'd Yack. Quafpee. i 


Sam. 


Captain Orford. 
Planter’s Servants. o 


Fe ey (Captain’s Boy) 








Planter. Negro Robbers. 
Querfeer. “Fonkanoo *. ‘ 
WOMEN. ; 
Roa, (Planter’s daughter) | Sams Wife. Rees ik : 





Ruaee s Wife. Obeah Woman. 


_ * Jonkando is a grotesque personage, with a ludicrous false 
head, and head-dress, presiding as Master of the Ceremonies 
at negro balls in Jamaica. 
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SCENE—The Ifand of JAMAICA. : 
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SCENE I. A Fiew of extensive Plantations. — 
Lhe Planter’s House on one side; great Gates on the 
other. Preparations aré making to celebrate the 
birth-day of Rosa, the Planter’s daughter.—Cap- 
tain Orford arrives from England, and is intro- 
duced to Rosa by her father. After a morning 
visit, he departs to take a walk, attended by his 
boy ‘Tuckey, and speedily returns, being stunned 
by’a blow trom Uhree-finger’d Jack. Rosa ap- 
pears agitated. Panic of the Slaves at the name 
of Jack ;—and superior courage displayed by the 
two negroes Quashee and Sam. 

SCENE 2.—.4n Apariment in the Planter’s House. 
Captain Orford enters, much recovered from 
the blow he.received.—He professes love to Rosa; 
and the Planter resolves to unite them in marriage. 
A proclamation is posted up, offering a re- 
ward for the apprehension of Three-finger’d Jack. 
—The Planter, Orford, &c. prepare for a shoot- 
ing-party. | | 

SCENE 3.—Inside of the Obeah-woman’s Cave.— 
Negro robbers descend into the cave, and pay ho- 
mage to the Obeah-woman, who presents them 
with Obi, ‘Uhree-finger’d Jack suddenly enters ; 
and is enraged at the proclamation issued against 
him. His obi-horn is filled-by the Obeah-wonian ; 
and he uses some ceremonies to prevent the ne- 
groes from betraying him.— Dance, and carousal, 
of the Negroes. —An alarm.— Jack suddenly dis- 
appears in consequence of it. ‘The Negroes 























are astonished, and descend still deeper into the 


cave. 
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A ed 
A Promontory, with a View of the 


SCENE 4. 
Sea, anda Boat at Anchor. The Planter, Cap- 
tain Orford, and Tuckey, with a fhooting-party, 
appear. “Jack ascends from the cave, and. lies 
in ambush. He seizes Tuckey, and casts him 
into the sea; then wounds. Captain Orford, and 
carries him to his cave. e Planter pits ia dis- 
tressed, and the Negroes ata 

“SCENE 5.—Montago Bay.——Tuckey makes 
known Captain Orford’s and -his own adventure 
with Three-finger’d Jack. The Planter and his 
daughter Rosa are dejected, and grieved at the 
circumstance. Another proclamation is posted 
up, by the Officers of Government, for killing 
Three-finger’d Jack, ‘The two negroes, Quafhee 
and Sam, undertake to go in fearch of him; and 
are joined by Tuckey. Quashee requests to be 
christened, that he may overmatch Jack. 

ScENE 6. Outside of Part of the Overseer’s 
House, with Grounds adjacent. ——A march. 
Quashee and Sam’s return from the church, after 

_ the christening of the former. Preparations for 
the expedition against Jack. Rejoicings of the 
Slaves. A negro bali, 




















HCOOH ON 
SONGS, Be. IN ACT I. 


DUET. bs ease! s Wife ated Sam’ s Wifes 


THE white man come, and bring his gold, 
Lhe slatee meet him in the bay ;— 
And, Oh! poor negro then be sold,— 
From home poor negro sail away. 
O, ‘ii be very sad to see oe 
Poor negro child and father part ! 
~ | But if white man kind massa be, 
Se heal the wound in negro’s heart. 


F2 _ CHORUS 
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CHORUS of Necrogs. 


Good massa we find; 
Sing tingering, sing terry,— 
When buckra* be kind, 
Then negro heart merry. 
Sing tingering, &c. - 





P OVERSEER. 
Black ladie@ and gentlemen, please to draw near, - 
And attend to the words of your grand Overseer. 
Leave work till to-morrow, my hearts, in the morning ; 
Be jovial and gay, for this is the day 
That our master, the good Planter’s, daughter was bern in. 


’ Tis your lady’s birth-day, 
Therefore we'll make holiday, 
And you shall all be merry, 


CHORUS. 
Sing tingering, &c. 














ATR—Ovenrszer, and Cuorvs. 


Swear by the silver crescent of the night, 

Beneath whose beams the negro breathes his prayer 3 
Swear by your fathers slaughter’d in the fight, 

By your dear native land, and childrea, swear} 





Swear to pursue this traitor, and annoy him; 
Th's Jack, who daily works your harms, 
With Obi, @nd his magic charms—_ 

Swear, swear, you will destroy him. 


CHORUS of Necrors. ~ 
Kolli, kolli, kollit! we swear all— ‘ 
We kill, when he come near us; 
But no swear loud—for, when we bawl, | 
Three-finger Jack he hear us. 


DUET.—Qvasuee and Wire. 
@uasbee. Quashee he load hisgun;  ~ 
Me go kill Jack, dear; 
Hill will no cover sun 
When Quashce come back, dear. 
Wife.—War no be certain, and gun no be true; 
~ Quashee shou’d Jack kill, my heart break BIEL fe 
eae Sweet “ 


* Buckra,~—a white man, + Kolli~swear. 
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5 pepe oe pen a tang, stay here delighting ; li 

yi | 9 0 to battle—big Death come in fightifig. - aera 
i Quasheex—Me laugh at Obi charm— | 
| Bee ~ Quashee strong hearted ; 
) Pees Wife.——-Ah! me fear many harm, | 

Md When you and me parted, : 

a Wife,——No go, Oh, no g0, sweet Quashee, me pray! 

Quashee.—Yes, Oh, yes go, but long me no Stay. 
i ee adhe } A A $ is net re : 
q ! Wife Droop so, me droop so when | het | far away. 
Sweet]. fae U8 , | stay here + es 

br | Let | rere tink licks | Sema delighting 

Quash. f No|, , | big death come }. eB 

ae Yes | 89 to PaGle ' men die in bghting 

| RSet - FINALE. Ch 
i hie ‘s ‘Quasugr’s Wirt. | ; 
) 4 We Negro men and women meet, ; 
| ie And dance and sing, and drink and eat, : 
8 sake ‘With a-yam foo,..foo,— 
BP 
7 as _ a : re ee ree ” 
And when we come to negro ball, | i i 
One funny big man be master of all; | Oy” Hla Dit Ae eta 
Bink eek  ? Tis merry Jonkanoo, es 
ie _ Now we dance, and sing, and eat, rR ean 
BN eae Yam, foo, foo, with a yam foo, foo, 

Sat bo hos Quagmen’s a a i 

—-< Massa he poor Negro treat, ‘Giulia as 

~ Give grand ball and Jonkanoo. — 

tae ee PeHGRTS: eH i ees 





‘Massa he poor Negro, &c._ 


Sam’s WIFE. 


Jack he did good Captain wound; 
Shoot him shoulder, hurt him back. 
If by Quashee Jack be found, 
Then good bye Three-finger Jack. 


CHORUS. 


_ Now we dance, &c. 
at ea ge" ; ds hh 4 ‘ 
QuasHeEr’s WIFE. 
Jack have charm in Obi-bag; 
: a Tom cat foot, pig tail, duck beak ; 
vnliatD 4 Quashee tear the charm to rag, _ 
Make Three-finger Jack to squeak. 
_ CHORUS. 


shag phy Now we dance, &c. 


















a a a 
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So ee ee 


a 








foe De 8 
SCENE 1.—Adn accurate Representation of the 
inside of a Slave’s Hut,——Quashee and Sam take 


leave of their wives and children. -Rosa comes 
to them, in boy’s clothes, and obtains their con- 
Sent to accompany them on their expedition. 


SCENE 2.—4 Sea Beach. Negro robbers are 
seen prowling about for plunder, ‘Three-finger’d 
Jack makes his appearance ; they shew signs of 
submission to him ; and he departs. The robbers 
are roused from their concealment by the party 
in quest of Jack. Jack re-enters to the robbers, 
who are in great awe of his Obi-horn. 








SCENE 2. A Promontory 5 with the mouth of 
Fack’s Cave.—A violent storm of rain, thunder, 
and lightning, Quashee, Sam, Tuckey, and 
Rosa enter. Rosa appears fatigued. She enters 
into the cave for shelter, while the rest of the 
party proceed. She is shortly after followed by 
Jack. - : 


SCENS 4.—A subterranean Passage. Rosa is 
surprised by Jack. His intention of shooting her 
changed to making her his servant. 








SCENE 5. The Inside of Fack’s. Cave; 
Rosa officiates as a servant to Jack. She sings 
him to sleep. She then discovers Captain Orford. 
confined in the cave, and wounded ; whose escape, 
with her own, she effecis, by stratagem. 








SCENE 6,——4n partment in the Planter’s 
House. Quashee’s wife is soothing the Planter 
with hopes of his daughter’s return. 








SCENE 


yo 
e 
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SCENE 7. Mount Lebanus. A desperate 
fight between Jack and the party in puriuit of 
him. Jack’s overthrow, and death. 








Scene 8,.—-Subterranean Passage. Negro 
robbers bring an account of Jack’s death to the 
Obeah-woman. Capture of them by Captain 
Orford, Quashee, Sam, and Tuckey. | 


~ScENE LastT.—Public rejoicings, occasioned 
by the death of Three-finger’d Jack. 


<= CDPB |QSooe—— 


SONGS, £3 IN AGT Als 





SONG. 


Ovasnen’s Wire. 


MY cruel love to danger go, 
No think of pain he give to me; 
Too soon me fear like grief to know 
As broke the heart of Ulalee, 
Poor negro woman, Ulalee! 


Poor soul! to see her hang her head, 
All day, beneath the cypress tree ; = 
And still she sing, ‘* My love be dead— 
The husband of poor Ulalee. 
Poor meer woman, Ulalee! 


My love be kill’ d; how sweet he smil’ at 
_ His smile again me never see ; 3 
Unless me see it in the child 
That he have left poor Ulalee. 
Poor negro woman, Ulalee! 








RMLs erent A NS WA BI NON WS pe ee 
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My baby to my breast I fold, 
But little warmth, poor boy! have he 3 
His father’s death make all so cold 
About the heart of Ulalee.’’ 
Poor negro woman, Ulalee! 


SONG. Rosa. 





A lady, in fair Seville city, 
Who once fell in love, very deep, 
On her Spanish guittar play’d a ditty, 
That lull’d her old guardian to sleep. 
With a hoo, tira, lira, &c. 


Her guardian, not given to dozing, 
Was thought the most watchful of men ; 
But each verse had so sleepy a closing, — A 
That he nodded—but soon ’woke again. 
With a hoo, tira, &c. ; is 


She touch’d the guittar somewhat slower, 
Again he look’d drowsy and wise ; 
And then she play’d softer, and lower, 
- Till, gentl’, she-seal’d up his eyes. 
With a hoo, tira, &c. 


AIR.—Quasuer’s’ Wire. 


You never hear of Mandingo* King? 
He lost dear daughter, in the fight 5 
But she steal home to his tent, at night— 
~ Then merry black man was Mandingo King. 


Mandingo King, Oh, his heart was glad ; 

He call his loving subjects round— 
- And say, ‘* Look here, be dear daughter found ; 
** Go dance to the banjaf, just like mad.’ © 


The King for signal throw big dart 5 : 
Oh, then black men shout loud, and clear; . 
And high they jump for his daughter dear, 
But none jump so high as her father’s heart. — 
e.. pe THe pk BINA LE, 


ye 


* Mandingoes are inhabitants of certain districts in Africae 
+ Banja—a rude musi:al instrument, | 














FINALE. 


WANDER now, to’and fro, 
Cross the wide sa.annahs go; 

Now no fright negroes know— 
Tengarang, tan tang, taro. 


Beat big drum—wave fine flag ; 

Bring good news to K-ngston town, O! 
No fear Jack’s ,Obi-bag-— 

Quashee knock him down, O! 


Oh, through the dale, and over hill, 
The negro now may go— 

For charm be broke, and Jack be kill— 
’Twas Quashee gave the blow. 


OVERSEER. 


‘Here we see villany 


Brought, by law, to short duration; 
And may all Traitors fall 
By Briti-h proclamation ! 


CHORUS. 


Then let us sing, 
God save the King, &c. 


A. NEIL, PRINTER, 


“Chalicn-street, Sommers Town. 3 





